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XVI.—Notes on the Birds of the Province of Buenos Ayres. 
By Henry Durnrorp. 


(Plate 111.) 


BrrorEe commencing these notes, I feel that some apology is 
due to the readers of ‘The Ibis’ for several mistakes which 
appeared in my last communication on the birds of this dis- 
trict (Ibis, 1876, p. 157 et seqq.), and which I will endeavour 
to correct in the course of the following remarks. In justice 
to myself I must add that the above-mentioned communica- 
tion was not written with a view to its being published in 
‘The Ibis; for a short residence in a new country had not 
enabled me to speak so confidently as'I should have liked. 

Baradero, which I shall have occasion to mention frequently, 
is a small town about fifty-three miles further north than the 
city of Buenos Ayres, from which it is distant nearly ninety 
miles in a straight line ina W.N.W. direction. It is situ- 
ated on an arm, or “ riacho,” of the Parana; but as this arm 
joins the main river at both ends, it is in reality a portion of 
the Parana itself. 

[Mr. Durnford’s nomenclature has been slightly altered to 
correspond with that of our ‘ Nomenclator Avium Neotro- 
picalium.? The best general account of the ornithology of 
La Plata is that given in the second volume of Burmeister’s 
‘Reise in die La Plata-Staaten’ (2 vols, Halle, 1851). In 
the P. Z.S. 1868, p. 1388, and 1869, pp. 157, 631, will be- 
found three articles on Mr. Hudson’s valuable collections 
made near Buenos Ayres, to which references are given below. 
A new revision of the birds of La Plata, with such short cha- 
racters added as would enable observers in that country to 
determine the species, would be a very valuable contribution 
to our science.—LEpp. | 


1. Turpus LEUcoMELAS (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 138. . 

Resident. In the winter to a certain extent gregarious, and 
common always in the belt of trees and scrub which fringe 
the shore of the La Plata, preferring low land to a more ele- 
vated district. There is a fact about the note of this bird 
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that Iam anxious to record. Every one in England is familiar 
with the subdued but querulous chuckle of the Blackbird, 
which it almost invariably utters before leaving the friendly 
shelter of a thick bush. Now, though Turdus leucomelas 
has scarcely any song, certainly nothing that can be com- 
pared to that of a Blackbird, it has exactly this same peculiar 
note, and utters it under precisely the same conditions as 
the Blackbird; and so much did this coincidence strike me, 
that I thought when I first heard the sound that an escaped 
Blackbird was the author of it. I look upon this as one 
of the many isolated facts which seem to prove descent from 
a common progenitor. Common at Baradero in April. 


2. Turdus RUFIVENTRIS, Vieill.; Sel. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 138. 

Resident, but never observed in parties like the foregoing 
species. One shot on the 25th May had in its stomach re- 
mains of Coleoptera. Common at Baradero in April. 


3. Mimus CALANDRIA (Lafr. et D’Orb.); Sel. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 139. 

A few individuals remain with us all the winter; but the 
greater part are spring and summer visitors. Though it is 
the only bird here that can boast of really having a song, its 
vocal powers are chiefly exercised in imitating the notes of 
other birds, in which it shows great proficiency. Common 
at Baradero in April. 


4. Porrorrta pumicora (Vieill.); Sel. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 139. 

Observed throughout the year, but not by any means a 
common bird. I found it plentiful at Baradero in April, 
frequenting thickets and low scrub, preferring wet marshy 
spots. Its food consists of small insects. Iris dark wood- 
brown. Legs, feet, and claws black. 


5. TroaLopyres rurvus (Gm.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, 
p. 158. 

Resident and abundant everywhere. I stated in my last 
note that this bird lays five eggs. I should have said seven 
or eight. Common at Baradero in April. 

N 2 


168 Mr. H. Durnford on the Birds of 


6. CistorHorus PLATENSIS (Lath.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p. 158. 

On the 26th of April last I found several of these birds 
near Lujan bridge amongst the thick tufts of “ Paja” grass, 
which there grows in about a foot of water. These it is very 
unwilling to leave, and, when flushed, only flies a few yards, 
being very anxious to seek the shelter of another tuft. On 
alighting it clings to a stout blade of grass, thence creeping, 
mouse-like, into the thickest part. In its mode of flight it 
resembles Troglodytes furvus, but frequents damper places 
than that bird. In the same marsh where I found it I shot ~ 
Synallaxis maluroides and S. sulphurifera. Its food consists 
of small insects chiefly Coleoptera. Legs, feet, and claws 
light brown tinged with slate-colour, undersides lightest. 
Iris wood-brown. 


7. ANTHUS CORRENDERA (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 139. i 

Resident, found everywhere, and very common. Abun- 
dant up the Parana to Baradero. 


8. Parua pitiavumyi (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, 
p. 631. 

I have nothing to add to my former note (Ibis, 1876, p. 
158). The only specimen I have ever seen was one I killed 
on the 29th October 1875. Decidedly rare here. 


9. PROGNE PURPUREA (Linn.); Scl. P. Z. S. 1872, p. 605. 

The dates of arrival and departure of this bird are about 
the same as those of P. tapera. The young are on the wing 
early in February. Common both in the town and country, 
breeding freely in chinks in walls, under the eaves of houses, 
and holes in trees. Preeminently a homely bird. During 
the summer its loud harsh notes, uttered whilst on the wing, 
may be constantly heard; but when resting on a telegraph- 
wire or twig of a tree it has quite a pretty little song. 


10. Procne rapEra (Linn.) ; Scl. P. Z. S. 1872, p. 606. 
Arrives in September, leaving about the first week in April. 
It is a noisy, garrulous bird, and has a peculiar habit of rais- 
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ing its wings over its back in the midst of its aerial evolutions, 
and then dropping some distance through the air before taking 
flight agam. In the summer these birds congregate in large 
parties, and seem never tired of circling about the topmost 
branches of some wide-spreading ombo-tree, which is their 
favourite resort. 


+11. PerrocnEenipon pyrruonora (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. 
Nomencl. p. 14. 
_ The only occasion on which I have seen this bird was on 
the 25th of March of the present year, when I observed about 
half a dozen at different times during the day, all flying 
steadily in a north-easterly direction. ‘This was about thirty 
miles to the west of Buenos Ayres. From their manner of 
flight, always keeping in the same general course, though 
occasionally turning aside to chase some insect, I have no 
doubt they were migrating: they kept about ten feet from the 
ground. Ata distance they are not easy to distinguish from 
Hirundo leucorrhoa; but on a nearer approach their greater 
size and chocolate throat, but more especially their reddish- 
brown rumps, are clearly discernible. The museum pos- 
sesses one specimen, killed in this neighbourhood. 


12. HIRUNDO LEUCORRHOA, Vieill.; Scl. et Salv. P. Z.S. 
1868, p. 139. 7 

Arrives early (I saw some on the 10th August last year), 
and does not leave us till the middle of April. I speak of 
the main body; for many birds remain with us all the winter. 
On the 30th July I saw two or three hundred of them in the 
course of a long walk a little to the north of Buenos Ayres. 
It was quite warm and very fine, not at all like winter. 
_ This is the most common species of Swallow we have, ard 
there is scarcely a rancho in the country that has not its one 
or two pairs breeding under the eaves or in the cracks of the 
walls. It also resorts to holes in trees for nesting-purposes. 
Though during cold and dull weather in the winter none are 
visible sometimes for weeks together, a warm bright day 
never fails to attract some from their temporary shelter, wher- 
ever that may be. Pretty common at Baradero in April. 


170 Mr. H. Durnford on the Birds of 


13. Arricora cyanoLeuca (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p. 159. 

Arrives at the end of September, and generally leaves in 
March; but this year I observed two, a little north of Buenos 
Ayres, on the 30th of April. This, the smallest species of 
Hirundinide, always reminds me of the Sand-Martin at home. 
In its habit of flying close to the ground and frequenting the 
neighbourhood of pools and streams, from which it never 
wanders far, it is essentially like that bird. It nests in holes 
in the banks of arroyos, sandpits, and similar localities. 


14. STEPHANOPHORUS LEUCOcEPHALUS (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1869, p. 161. 

Common in winter in flocks, frequenting bushes and low 
trees; but I have not observed it to the south of Buenos 
Ayres. Its food consists of buds and young shoots. From 
its handsome crimson crest-feathers, and delicate grey and 
pale blue plumage which flanks these, it is one of the most 
beautiful birds we have. Iris wood-brown ; beak blue-black, 
under mandible slightly the lightest; legs and feet brown- 
black. 


15. Tanacra striata (Gm.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z.S. 1868, 
p. 139. 

I have only observed this Tanager here two or three times. 
In February I shot a young bird at Punta Lara, which must 
have been bred there; and in June and July last I saw several 
birds, both males and females, about thirty miles to the north 
of Buenos Ayres. They seem fond of low damp ground where 
there are plenty of reeds. 


16. Gurraca GLAUCOCÆRULEA (Lafr. et D’Orb.); Scl.etSalv. _ 
P. Z. S. 1868, p. 139. | 
A summer visitor, but rare. I have only seen it once, when | 
I met with it in the riverain wood at Punta Lara. 


17. SPERMOPHILA ORNATA (Licht.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p. 632. | 

A spring and summer visitor, arriving about the end of | 
October and leaving again towards the end of April; during 
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this time it is common everywhere. I have seen the young 
on the wing by the middle of December; and as I have also 
taken its eggs in January, I have no doubt it has two broods 
in the season. The nest is a very thin and flimsy structure 
of roots, usually placed in a bush four or five feet from the 
ground. The young in their first plumage resemble the adult 
female. 


18. Paroaria cucunztata (Lath.); Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p. 30*. 

I scarcely think this ought to be included in my list, as all 
the specimens I have seen here have probably been birds 
escaped from cages. I foundit in April very common up the 
Parana at Baradero, where it frequented thickets and trees. 


19. Donacospiza AaLBIFRONS (Vielll.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p. 161. 

Not nearly so common as the next species, and very dif- 
ferent: in its habits. I am not sure whether it breeds here, 
having only observed it in the winter. In the marshes, where 
tall reeds and young willow shoots abound, this bird may be 
seen clinging to the highest sprig it can find, or searching 
diligently for insects. Its long tail renders it easily distin- 
guishable ; and in this, its erratic flight, and quick movements 
it closely resembles the Synallaxine, and, indeed, is generally 
found in the same places as some members of that group. 
Its food consists principally of minute Coleoptera. Iris wood- 
brown; beak black; legs and feet pale horn-colour. 


20. Poospiza NicRorUFA (Lafr. et D’Orb.); Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1868, p. 140. 

Resident and common in reed-beds and thickets in damp 
marshy ground. Common at Baradero in April. Its bright- 
red colouring and sprightly actions make it one of the most 
conspicuous birds we have. The young in their first plumage 
somewhat resemble the adult female, being dark dusky brown 
above, beneath dusky brown and yellowish white in longi- 


* [A skin of this bird, obtained by Mr. Hudson at Conchitas in 1868, 
is in Sclater’s collection, but it seems to have been omitted from our 
lists. Epp. ] 
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tudinal streaks. Generally seen in pairsin the winter. Beak 
black ; legs and feet dark yellowish brown. 


21. ZONOTRICHIA PILEATA (Bodd.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 139. 

Occurs abundantly everywhere, both in town and country. 
Very common at Baradero im April. I stated in my last 


communication that four eggs was the number usually laid ; 
I should have said five. 


22. EMBERNAGRA PLATENSIS (Gm.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 140. 

Resident and common here and up the Parana to Baradero. 
Its favourite resort is thick reed-beds. Its flight is laboured, 
and its tail so long that it droops, giving one the idea of being 
too heavy for it. A few at Baradero in April. 


+ 23. CHRYSOMITRIS BarBata (Mol.); Sci. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 140. 

Observed from the beginning of September to the end of 
May. They are generally seen in flocks, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of trees or low scrub. They have a habit of hang- 
ing, Tit-like, from atwig. Their food consists of small seeds, 
and, judging from their fondness for the large thistle, chiefly 
of the seed of that plant. 


24. SycaLis LUTEOLA (Sparrm.) ; Scl. Ibis, 1872, p. 44. 

Resident and generally distributed, usually living on the 
ground, and in the winter going in enormous flocks ; on these 
occasions, when they all risé at once, the noise of their wings 
is like the rustling breeze. The flocks are composed of both 
sexes, and move in a northerly direction during the cold 
weather, though they never entirely leave us. The female 
is less brightly attired thaa.the male; and the young at 
first resemble the female. The males are much valued as 
songsters. 


25. SYCALIS PELZELNI, Sclater, Ibis, 1872, p. 42. 

Resident. This bird is readily distinguishable from the 
last mentioned by its superior size; and the males can always 
be identified by their bright orange foreheads ; the females 
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are of a more sombre plumage. like S. luteola, many 
move in a northerly direction in winter, at which season both 
sexes congregate in enormous flocks. On the 17th April of 
this year I witnessed a vast migratory body of this species 
whilst steaming down the riacho of Baradero. The flight 
continued for upwards of an hour, crossing the river from 
south to north; and during that time it was not possible to 
look in any direction without seeing hundreds of birds. They 
are a more tree-loving species than S. luteola, and, sometimes 
at least, parasitical in their breeding-habits. On the 17th 
October I took a nest with one egg from a nest of Furnarius 
rufus, which the Finch had relined for its own use, and shot 
the old male bird whilst standing in the doorway of its ap- 
propriated home. A friend of mine has taken the eggs from 
a nest of Synallaxis. An adult male shot on the 6th of April 
is—total length 5'3 inches, beak 3, tarsus 6. Forehead bright 
orange. Head above, neck above and on sides greenish yel- 
low, centre of feathers darkest. Throat and neck below chest, 
stomach, and under tail-coverts bright canary-yellow. Back 
dark greenish yellow, centre of feathers nearly black. Upper 
tail-coverts yellowish green. Primaries dark brown, all but 
the first slightly edged with pale yellow; first and third of 
equal length, second rather the longest. The outer webs of 
the second, third, fourth, and fifth become narrower towards 
their extremities. Under wing-coverts canary-yellow. Tail 
twelve feathers, nearly black, edged with yellow. 

An adult female, shot on the same day, is slightly smaller 
than the male. Head, neck, and back dull brown, centre of 
feathers darkest. Upper tail-coverts dark greenish brown. 
Throat dirty white, with a tinge of yellow at the corner of 
base of lower mandible. Chest light brown, with a tinge of 
dull white. Stomach dull white, towards the sides light 
brown. Flanks light brown. Under tail-coverts dirty white, 
base of feathers with a tinge of yellow. Primaries dark brown, 
slightly edged with pale yellow, chiefly on the inner webs ; 
the basal half of the inner webs of these feathers is pale 
primrose-yellow. Greater wing-coverts dark brown, very 
slightly edged with pale yellow ; lesser wing-coverts greenish 
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yellow, with a tinge of grey.. Under wing-coverts pale canary- 
yellow. 

The young in their first plumage somewhat resemble the 
adult female, but have less yellow about them. 


26. MOLOTHRUS RUFOAXILLARIS, Cassin; Sel. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 140. 

Though I have never had the good fortune to obtain this 
bird, I have twice been able to identify it, in October and 
again in May. It resembles M. bonariensis at a little dis- 
tance; but the red patch on the elbow, when it is near enough 
to be seen, affords a ready means of distinguishing the two 
species. 


27. MoLoTHRUS BONARIENSIS (Gm.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z.S. 
1868, p. 140. 

Mr. Hudson’s researches on the genus which includes this 
bird are very exhaustive (P. Z. S. 1870, p. 671, 1874, p. 153) ; 
and my limited experience agrees with his accounts. I strongly 
recommend any one who takes any interest in the instincts of 
birds to read Mr. Hudson’s papers. M. bonariensis is a very 
common and generally distributed species, in the winter going 
in large flocks. 


28. Monorurus sanius (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 140. 

Resident but not so numerous as the last species, and gene- 
rally seen in small flocks. 


29. AGELÆUS THILIUS (Mol.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, 
p. 159. 

Resident and common throughout the province, flocking 
in large numbers in the autumn and winter. It frequents 


open country, preferring that which is low and swampy. | 


Common at Baradero in April. 


| 


30. AMBLYRAMPHUS HOLOSERICEUS (Scop.); Scl. et Salv. — 


P. Z. S. 1869, p. 161. 
Resident and common in reed-beds and marshes, but more 


| 


numerous in the summer than winter. It has a loud clear | 
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whistling note, and feeds on aquatic plants. I found it com- 
mon at Baradero in April. 


81. PsrupOLEISTES VIRESCENS (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z.S. 
1868, p. 140. 

I have only observed this bird here in April; but it probably 
remains all the year a little to the north of the city. It goes 
in flocks, and frequents bushes on low damp land. Pretty 
common at Baradero in April. 


82. LEISTES sUPERCILIARIS, Bp.; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 140. 

Resident and common both here and up the Parana. It 
frequents low marshy land, in the winter congregating in 
flocks of considerable size. It has a curious habit of rising 
almost perpendicularly in the air to chase some passing in- 
sect, and dropping again as suddenly to the thistle or tuft of 
grass on which it had been perching. The young in their 
first plumage differ entirely from adult birds. The former 
are light and dark brown above, instead of dull black as in 
the adult, and lack all signs of the brilliant scarlet of the 
throat and breast; they show, however, a faint trace of pink 
on the elbows, and have the white transocular line as in the 
adult. A few seen at Baradero in April. 


33. STURNELLA DETILIPPII, Bp.; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, 
p. 161. 

Very common and generally distributed. In the winter 
they congregate in enormous flocks. 


34. MYIOTHERETES RUFIVENTRIS (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1868, p. 141. 

A winter visitor, but rare. On the 25th of March I saw a 
single bird at Moreno, and on the 25th of May I shot a spe- 
cimen at Punta Lara. In the air its long, pointed, almost 
Plover-like wing, and on the ground its bold upright position, 
are sufficient to establish its identity. Its habits seem gene- 
rally like those of the other Tenioptere; and it is always in 
a restless state, flitting from a clod of earth to the top of a 
thistle, or making a sudden dart at some passing insect. The 
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stomach of the one I shot contained a large hairy caterpillar 
and some remains of Coleoptera. Beak, legs, feet, and claws 
black. Iris wood-brown. 


35. TÆNIOPTERA CORONATA (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 141. 

Common in April at Baradero, and seen here in May- and 
June. In its habits and food it resembles the other Teni- 
opteræ, and seems fond of going in small flocks. Beak, 
legs, and feet black ; iris wood-brown. 


36. TÆNIOPTERA DOMINICANA (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p: 633. | 

Resident, I believe, but rare. It is generally found in 
flocks; and I have only observed it twice, on the 25th May 
and 30th July. It, like other Tenioptere, is a restless bird, 
always fly-catchmmg or playing. Individuals vary much in 
plumage, from grey to white on the back and underparts. 
Their food consists of larvee and Coleoptera. Beak, legs, and 
feet black. Iris wood-brown. 


37. SISOPYGIS 1cTEROPHRYS (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 141. 

Not uncommon from October to the end of February. I 
also met with a few examples about the 10th of August. 


38. LICHENOPS PERSPICILLATUS (Gm.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z.S. 
1868, p. 14l. 

Though I have no doubt about the specific identity of the 
black- and red-plumaged birds, there are one or two points 
which seem to favour the view of their being distinct. The 
black-plumaged birds in the summer are decidedly more nu- 
merous than the red-plumaged ones; and in winter the propor- 
tion is at least eight to one. I can only suppose that there is a 
partial migration of the females. I have several times flushed 
the red-plumaged bird from the nest, but the black bird 
never. 

g. Beak pale primrose-yellow, inside of mouth paler. 
Iris and naked skin round the eye primrosc-yellow, but the 
skin round the eye paler in the female than the male. Legs, 
feet, and claws in both sexes black. 
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2. Upper mandible dark horn-colour between the nos- 
trils, and from there to the corner of the mouth dull primrose- 
yellow. Under mandible, tip hora-colour, fading into prim- 
rose-yellow towards the base. Inside of mouth very pale 
horn-colour, with a tinge of yellow under the tongue. This 
species is common at Baradero in April, but only black- 
plumaged birds are seen. 


39. Macuetornis rrxosa (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 143. 

Spring visitor, arriving in August; but it does not seem to 
be a common bird. 


40. CENTRITES NIGER (Bodd.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 142. 

Autumn and winter visitor, and common on open camp- 
land.. Common at Baradero in April. 


41. HAPALOCERCUS FLAVIVENTRIS (Lafr. et D’Orb.) ; Scl. et 
Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, p. 160. 

Having only observed this bird from October to April, I 
suppose it is a sammer visitor. Between these months it is 
common in the riverain wood and in low damp places where 
the reeds afford any cover. Plentiful at Baradero in April. 


42. SERPoPHAGA SUBCRISTATA (Vieill.); Sel. et Salv. P. Z.S. 
1868, p. 142. l 

Resident and abundant everywhere. Common at Baradero 
in April. 

43. SERPOPHAGA NIGRICANS (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 142. 

Resident, but not so common as the last-named species. 
I have always found this bird amongst the bushes and thick 
growth of sauce- and ceiba trees near the river. 


44, Cyanotis azARÆ (Licht.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, 
p. 159. 

Resident and common in reed-beds, generally found where 
there is a foot or so of water. It has alow piping note, which 
it constantly utters whilst busily hunting over the reeds for 
insects. Common at Baradero in April. © 
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45. Myropynastes soxitarius (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. Nom. 
p. 50. 

A summer visitor, but not common. Shot in November 
at Punta Lara, and seen in February near Belgrano. 


46. Prraneus BELLIcosus (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 142. 7 

The familiar cry of “ Bien te veo” may be heard all the 
year round, but most commonly in the spring and summer, 
when the birds are engaged with their nests or young. It is 
an early breeder. I have found fresh eggs in the middle of 
October; and it probably has two broods in the year. It 
makes a large domed nest of twigs, wool, hair, and thistle- 
down, lining it thickly with feathers. Plentiful in April at 
Baradero. 


47. PYROCEPHALUS RUBINEUS (Bodd.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z.S. 
1868, p. 142. 

“ Chirinchi.” An early spring visitor, arriving in Sep- 
tember, leaving in April, and during their stay here very nu- 
merous. The young are on the wing by the middle of Jan- . 
uary, and in their first plumage resemble somewhat the adult 
female, having scarcely a trace of red beneath. The old birds 
leave us at the beginning of February, the young remaining 
till the middle of April. Two observed near Baradero in 
April. 


48. TyRANNUS MELANCHOLICUS, Vieill.; Scl. et Salv. l. $. c. 

Spring and summer visitor, arriving in November and leav- 
ing in April. 
+49. Minvutus tyrannus (Linn.); Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p. 53. 

Arrives in October and leaves early in April. The nestis . 
strongly made of grass and reeds, lined with roots, and is 
placed in the fork of a low tree: though it has no mud about 
it, it is always quite hard inside. 

50. GEOSITTA CUNICULARIA (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z.S. 


1868, p. 140. - 
One can scarcely take a ride in the country here without 
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being aware, before having gone a great distance, of a small 
and „active bird which constantly keeps flitting just in front 
of your horse, every now and then alighting on a clod of 
earth, but off again before you have reached it. It lives on 
the ground, like our familiar little Wheatear, and constantly 
flits its tail up and down; it also has a habit, like that bird, 
of sometimes taking short quick runs and stopping as sud- 
denly as it started. Resident here. Pretty common at Ba- 
radero in April. 


51. Furnarius rurus (Gm.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 140. 

Resident and common throughout the year. One of the 
most homely birds we have, there being scarcely a rancho or 
hut in the campo that has not got its pair of Oven-birds. It 
has a loud and rather melodious whistle, which it constantly 
utters, but especially in the spring when its nest is threatened. 
During the winter it is busily engaged in repairing its nest for 
the ensuing spring. It usually lays in October ; but its breed- 
ing-habits are rather irregular. Common at Baradero in 
April. 

52. Cıncropes Fuscus (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. Z. s. c. 

I spent nine days in quarantine a year ago last March on 
Flores Island, at the mouth of the river Plate and about twenty 
miles from Montevideo; and during that time this was the 
only land-bird which inhabited that lonely spot, though a 
flock of “ Chorlos” (Hudromias modesta) paid us a flying 
visit one morning. It feeds on small larvæ and insects, and 
is fond of rough ground, where there is little herbage, in the 
neighbourhood of water. I have observed it in this district 
from March to the end of July; whether it breeds here or 
not I do not know. In the winter it generally goes in small 
parties, sometimes in large flocks. Common at Baradero in 
April. | 

53. PHL@ocRYPTES MELANOPS (Vieill.). 

Synallaxis melanops, Sel. et Salv. l. s. c. 

Resident, and the commonest of the marsh-loving Synal- 
laxine. They frequent reed-beds, especially where there is 
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a pretty thick growth of “sauce” or willow shoots; and against 
one of these willow shoots, six or eight inches above the water, 
is constructed an oval nest of mud and reeds, lined with a 
few feathers and hair, the opening in the side; it is fastened 
to its support by reeds. The female lays five eggs, in colour 
uniform light blue. Common at Baradero in April. Iris 
wood-brown. 


54, LEPTASTHENURA AGITHALOIDES (Kittl.) ; Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1869, p. 682. 

On the 2nd July of this year (1876) I saw a single bird in 
an ombo tree at Belgrano; it was busily hunting over every 
twig and leaf in a Tit-like fashion, and uttered a low piping 
note. Itis the only example I have seen here; but I believe 
it not uncommon up the Parana. 


55. SYNALLAXIS ALBESCENS, Temm. ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 141. 

On the 11th July, 1876, I shot a male bird at Las Conchas. 
It frequented low bushes and reeds by the river, and was the 
only one seen. Its stomach contained small insects, chiefly 
Coleoptera. 

Upper mandible dark horn-colour, base pale flesh-colour. 
Under mandible pale flesh-colour. Legs and feet pale brown. 
Iris fulvous brown. 


56. SYNALLAXIS SULPHURIFERA, Burm.; Scl. et Salv. P.Z.S. 
1869, p. 632. : 

Resident, and not very uncommon in reed-beds, frequent- 
ing much the same places as Limnornis curvirostris. I have 
generally found several in the same locality. Iris wood- 
brown. 


57. SYNALLAXIS MALUROIDES, D’Orb. ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 141. 

Resident but rare. Frequents beds of low reeds and thick 
“ paja” grass in marshy places. The notes of S. sulphurifera 
and S. maluroides are much alike—cree cree, uttered in a high 
key. I have not observed this bird where the reeds grow 
more than two or three feet high; and it frequents the same 
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situations as Cistothorus platensis. Its food, like that of the 
other small Synallaxinz, consists of minute insects, chiefly 
Coleoptera. Iris primrose-yellow. 


58. AnuMBIUs AcuTICAUDATUS (Less.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 141. 

Synallaxis major, Gould. 

The Synallaxine are largely represented in Buenos Ayres ; 
and, with the exception of the present species, all the mem- 
bers have nearly similar habits. To a stranger nothing is 
more striking on his arrival here than the large and untidy- 
looking masses of sticks, one or more of which may be seen in 
most of the trees of any height. These nests are altogether 
out of proportion to the number of birds; but as they are 
strongly built, and last for years, their number may be easily 
accounted for. They are of enormous dimensions for the 
size of the bird, and consist of two rooms, a passage leading 
from the upper to the lower. The upper one is used, more 
or less, all the year round for roosting in; and the owners are 
generally busily engaged in repairing their nests whenever 
they are not taken up with eggs or young. 

I am not aware when poplar trees were first introduced 
into this country; but their introduction has caused a con- 
siderable revolution in the habits of this bird. From its short 
wings it is evidently not fitted for a long sustained flight ; and 
yet the proportion of birds that build in poplars in preference 
to any other tree is at least ten to one; and these are natu- 
rally the highest trees in the country. Nor is this all: the 
motto of this bird is “ Excelsior ;” and as the poplars increase 
in height the Sefiateros become more ambitious, and it is now 
quite a common sight to see two or more nests in the same 
tree, the highest seventy or eighty feet from the ground. 
Whenever the bird wishes to ascend to its nest, it starts 
from the ground at just sufficient distance from the nest to 
enable it, by taking a gradual curve, to just fetch the de- 
sired spot ; and if it fails to do this, it reaches it by hopping 
upwards from bough to bough; for it is quite unable to turn 
in its flight, or to rise except by a gradual upward motion. 

SER. IV.—VOL. I. o 
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The ultimate result of this may be a race of Synallaxine with 
longer and stronger wings, and, by correlative growth, a larger 
bird altogether ; thus from the present short-winged, heavy- 
bodied bird will probably be developed a larger and stronger 
form, with greater powers of flight. The tail of this bird is 
always much abraded, doubtless from being in such constant 
contact with the nest. 


59. LIMNORNIS CURVIROSTRIS, Gould; Scl. et Salv. l. s. c. 


I am at a loss to understand how this bird could have es- 
caped the observation of naturalists till Mr. Darwin’s visit 
to South America. It is, certainly, only found in certain 
spots; but in these it is quite common. Amongst the thick 
reed-beds bordering the La Plata, which sometimes extend 
for some miles inland, L. curvirostris may always be found. 
Like the last-named species, it has a very inquisitive dispo- 
sition, and never allows an intruder in its neighbourhood 
without protesting in loud and angry cries. This note or, 
rather, notes it is not easy to describe ; they are a series of 
harsh chatterings, and can be heard at a great distance. Be- 
sides this it has another note, a sort of subdued low jarring, 
just like our little Sedge-Warbler’s note; and this it utters 
when completely hidden by the reeds. Like that bird, too, 
if a clod of earth or stone be thrown amongst the reeds near 
it, it can always be provoked to rattle away. It is a true 
reed-bird, and lives near the ground in the thickest reed-beds. 
If alarmed, or its curiosity excited, it creeps upwards by a 
series of short jerky movements high enough to see the object 
of its dislike, and then commences its loud angry screams. 
It is rarely found away from these reed-beds, and seems 
always anxious to seek their shelter. It seldom takes wing, | 
and never flies far; in the air it resembles the Synallaxine, | 
and sometimes while flying spreads its tail. I have generally | 
seen it in pairs, both winter and summer. Its food consists 
of small insects, chiefly spiders. Iris chocolate. Upper man- | 
dible dark slate-colour, under one flesh-colour. Legs and i 
feet pale slate. i 
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60. PHACELLODOMUS RUBER (Vieiil.) ; Scl. et Salv. Z. s. c. 

Though I have only seen this bird in the spring, I am in- 
clined to think that it is at least partially resident. It fre- 
quents the thick plantations of reeds, “ sauce,” and “ceiba ” 
trees in the riverain wood, but, from its skulking habits, is not. 
often seen. 


61. PHACELLODOMUS FRONTALIS (Licht.) ; Sel. et Salv. No- 
mencl. p. 65. 

Like the last species, I have only seen this bird in the 
spring, with the exception of one example shot in April of 
this year. It breeds in October; and when sitting, the old 
bird will allow herself to be taken on the nest. It feeds on 
minute insects, and seems especially fond of spiders, which 
abound in the reed-beds and thickets it frequents. In flight 
it somewhat resembles the Synallaxine, and altogether, from 
its habits, would seem to be closely related to the genus Syn- 
allaxis. I have also met with it in August. Iris orange- 
yellow ; legs and feet very pale slate; upper mandible dark 
horn-colour, lower mandible like legs. 

On the 14th April I shot'a bird at Baradero which would 
seem to be referable to this species, but differs a little from 
any I have seen. Its underparts are lighter than in any I 
have examined ; and the edges of the under mandible for three 
quarters of its length from the base are orange-yellow. 


Belgrano bird, Baradero bird, 
11th April, 1876. 14th April, 1876. 
Total length .... 6:2 5-0 
Beake i» . 6 4 
SISESUS eG). p > eo 7 
Iris. ...... orange-yellow. dark wood-brown. 


62. THAMNOPHILUS ARGENTINUS, Cab.; Scl. et Salv. P. Z.S. 
1868, p. 141. 

Spring and summer visitor, but occasionally seen in the 
winter. It has an exceedingly loud jarring note, somewhat 
resembling that of Troglodytes furvus, and for its size makes 
an almost incredible noise. For some time I could not make 
out what bird it was I constantly heard in the thickest cover 

o2 
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of tala, sauce, and reeds, which grow abundantly: in the 
riverain wood; but I soon found that I had only to stand still 
for a few moments, and the inquisitive disposition of this bird 
overpowered its fear of man. It is more sluggish in its move- 
ments than either Phacellodomus ruber or P. frentalis, but, 
with this exception, seems to resemble them closely in its 
habits. Its food consists of small insects, principally Cole- 
optera. Iris ight fulvous; upper mandible dark horn-colour ; 
under mandible, legs, and feet pale slate. 


63. CALLIPERIDIA FURCIFERA (Shaw); Scl.etSalv. Nomenel. 
p. 90. 

Our three Humming-birds are all summer visitors, a few 
remaining during the winter. This species is the most un- 
common, but is occasionally seen in the riverain wood, and, 
like the other two, may generally be found hovering over 
the flowers of the ceiba tree, a species of Adeacia. I ob- | 
served one on the 29th of July last, at Belgrano railway-sta- . 
tion, perched on a telegraph-wire ; the day was very warm 
and bright. ¢. Beak dark brown. 


64. HYLOCHARIS SAPPHIRINA (Gm.); Scl. et Salv. ¿. c. p. 93. 
Common in the summer. Beak light flesh-colour, tip very 
dark brown. 


65. CHLOROSTILBON SPLENDIDUS, Vieill. ; Elliot, Ibis, 1875, 
p. 165. 

The commonest species of Humming-bird we have, and 
abundant in the summer. I saw one specimen on a bright 
warm day the beginning of last June in a sheltered garden 
near the river; but it is unusual to see them in the winter. 
They feed chiefly from the flowers of the ceiba tree; and the 
stomach of one shot on the 7th March contained fragments 
of minute Coleoptera. Beak dark flesh-colour, three quarters 
of upper mandible from the tip black. 


66. ANTROSTOMUS PARVULUS (Gould). : 

Resident, but probably, from its shy and retiring disposi- 
tion, considered rarer than it really is. Like our Nightjar, 
it frequents open spots in sheltered coppices or banks under 
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a sheltering hedge of thorn, and may generally be found in 
the same place from day to day, coming out about dusk in 
quest of moths and other insects. 


67. HypropsaLis Frurcirera (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. No- 
mencl. p. 96. E 

Hitherto I have obtained no specimen of this bird, though 
I have constantly observed it in the spring and autumn. It 
lives on the ground, generally in damp situations and where 
the grass is long and thick enough to afford some slight 
cover. I have always observed it in parties of four or five 
individuals. Its flight is noiseless, and performed by jerky 
erratic movements; when on the ground it always squats in- 
stead of standing. 


68. CAMPEPHILUS BOIÆI (Wagler) ; Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p. 98. | 

Resident, and common to the north of Buenos Ayres and 
on the banks of the Parana to Baradero. 


69. CERYLE AMERICANA (Linn.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p. 160. 

Not uncommon about the creeks and streams at the mouth 
of the Parana. Common at Baradero in April. 


70. GUIRA PIRIRIGUA (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 142. 

A few remain with us all the winter; but the majority leave 
after the breeding-time. They have two broods in the season. 
Their usual note is a succession of harsh screams ; but they 
also have a rather musical note, which is uttered in two keys, 
and is something like the Curlew’s note at home. Their food 
consists of snails, slugs, bits of meat or offal—in fact, almost 
any thing. In some of their habits and manner of flight they 
resemble our common Magpie at home, never flying far with- 
out alighting, and generally keeping together in small parties. 
During cold and cloudy weather in winter they are rarely 
seen ; but a bright warm day seems to endue them. with fresh 
life and activity. 
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—71. Coccyzus MELANocoryPHUS (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1869, p. 633. 

A spring and summer visitor. Most common about the 
riverain wood. I have not observed Coccyzus cinereus in 
this neighbourhood. 


72. Conurus ‘pataconus (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p. 11l. 

Resident, and not uncommon wherever there is a tosca- 
cliff of sufficient height for nesting-purposes. In the clefts 
of this it breeds. It feeds chiefly on buds and the seed of the 
sena-sena, a species of Acacia, very common here. 


73. BoLBorHyNcHUS monacuus (Bodd.); Finsch, Papag. 
i. p. 115. 

Last winter I observed two ofthese birds about ninety miles 
to the south of Buenos Ayres, where they are well known and 
often seen. Specimens are sometimes seen near the city; but 
are probably escaped birds, as it is very commonly kept there in 
confinement. Unlike all other Parrots here, this bird builds 
in trees a large structure of sticks, instead of nesting in holes 
in steep cliffs. 


+74. Orus Bracuyotus (Forst.) ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 143. 

Resident and generally distributed. Usually seen about 
dusk, when it sallies out from amongst the thistles or coarse 
grass where it has been concealed during the day. 


75. PHOLEOPTYNX CUNICULARIA (Mol.); Scl. et Salv. Z. s.c. 

Resident and very common in. the spring, retiring to the 
campo to breed, and, as the winter approaches, coming close to 
the towns and villages. When necessary it burrows a hole for 
itself, but makes use of Viscacha holes when possible. They 
are seen during the day and about dusk, and have a curious 
and pretty habit of rising almost perpendicularly from the 
stone or clod of earth on which they have been perching, 
and toying or playing with each other in the air. Their prin- 
cipal food is mice. Common at Baradero in April. 
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76. STRIX FLAMMEA, Linn. 

Nocturnal, and more often heard than seen. For nesting 
it takes possession of Pigeon-cots, or resorts to holes in steep 
banks, where it screeches at night like our White Owls at 
home. 


77. Cracus cinereus (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. Z. s. c. 
Rarely seen so far north as the city, but occasionally oc- 
curring here. Legs, feet, and iris orange. 


78. ASTURINA PUCHERANI, Scl. et Salv. Ex. Orn. p. 177, et 
P. Z. S. 1869, p. 634. 

Resident and common. A sluggish lazy bird, fond of shady 
secluded places; it may always be found in the riverain wood, 
appearing almost as motionless as the stump or bough on 
which it is perched. Its food consists of rats, mice, frogs, 
and sometimes grasshoppers. In the immature bird the 
iris is grey with a tinge of yellow ; cere, legs, and feet pale 
orange. In the adult the iris is pale orange ; cere, legs, and 
feet dark orange. The plumages of the immature and adult 
birds also differ exceedingly; but their changes are now well 
known. 


+79. Burro atsicaupatus, Vieill.; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p. 634. 

Resident and not uncommon. It has a curious whistling 
note, which it constantly utters while on the wing. Iris light 
reddish brown. Cere flesh-colour. Beak pale slate, tip 
darker. Legs and feet pale orange. 


J 80. Hyrorrioncuis FEMORALIS (Temm.); Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1868, p. 143. 

Winter visitor, but not common—the only specimen I have 
obtained being an adult female, shot by a friend on the 16th 
of last July. The female is larger than the male; and the 
colours of her plumage are not so clear and well defined. 
The stomach of this specimen contained the remians of a 
small bird. Cere pale lead-colour. Iris dark brown. Legs. 
and feet very pale orange. 
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81. TINNUNCULUS sPARVERIUS (Linn.); Scl. et Salv. Z s.c. 

Autumn and winter visitor, occurring in considerable num- 
bers. It has an exceedingly rapid and dashing flight. Its 
food consists of mice and small birds. Pretty common at 
Baradero in April. 


+82, Evanus teucurus (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, 
p. 160. 

Resident, but not common. This is one of our handsomest 
birds, being very conspicuous from its lofty aerial flight.. It 
sometimes remains circling in the air for a long time together. — 
I found a few at Baradero in April. Iris light reddish brown. 
Legs and cere pale orange. Beak black. 


+83. Rostruamus socraBILIS (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. Z. s. c. 

Resident and not uncommon in marshes and swamps. On 
the wing its white tail-coverts are an unfailing mark for dis- 
tinguishing the species. Its food consists of water-mollusks ; 
and its strong hooked upper mandible is admirably adapted 
for extracting the soft portions from their shells; from this 
habit it has gained the name of “Aguila de caracoles.” Iris 
crimson ; beak dark lead-colour; legs orange. As it in- 
creases in age its beak becomes black and its legs a darker 
orange. 


84. PoLysorus tTHaRUs (Mol.); P. Z. S. 1869, p. 634. 
Resident and abundant. Feeds indiscriminately on lizards, 
dead fish, and any carrion. Common at Baradero in April. 


85. Mitvaco cuimaneo (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 143. 

Resident and more numerous than P. tharus. During the 
winter a partial migratory movement takes place in a north- 
erly direction. They nest both on the ground and in low 
trees or bushes, building a large structure of twigs and sticks, 
lined with wool and hair. Common at Baradero in April. 


+86. PHALACROCORAX BRASILIANUS (Licht.) ; Scl. et Salv. 
P. 7. S. 1868, p. 146. 

Resident and common both in the river and large lagunas 
in the campo. Seen at Baradero in April. 
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87. Arpea cocor, Linn.; Sel. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, p. 634. 

Resident and the commonest Heron here. Common at 
Baradero in April. | 
88. ARDEA ReRETTA, Gm.; Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. p. 135. 

Not so numerous as the next mentioned, and, like that bird, 
in dry seasons not seen for months together. Iris dark orange. 
- Legs dark lead-colour. 
+89. ARDEA CANDIDISSIMA, Gm.; Scl. et Salv. J. s. c. 

Resident; but its absence or presence is very much de- 
pendent on the amount of rain we have. Iris pale yellow; 
legs dark lead-colour. 

90. ARDETTA INVOLUCRIS (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p. 635; Hudson, P. Z. S. 1875, p. 623. 

Probably resident, though I have only observed it in the 
spring. It frequents the thickest reed-beds, and is very shy. 
When flushed it has a frightened hurried flight, and always 
drops again before flying far. Iris pale orange, the centre 
rather lighter; legs light pea-green; beak yellowish green. 
The young are at first covered with quite black down. _ 

91. Nycricorax opscurus, Bp.; Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p. 136. 

Resident, and more generally distributed than the last- 
named species. Feeds chiefly on fish. Iris dull crimson ; 
upper mandible and tip of lower one black, remainder of lower 
mandible yellowish green; legs light pea-green, undersides 
with a tinge of yellow. 

92. CICONIA MAGUARI, Gm.; Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. p. 126. 

Resident, and generally very common; but during the dry 
season very few are seen. In December last I saw two birds 
of the year at Punta Lara barely able to fly ; these may have 
been bred there. Common at Baradero in April. 


+93. FaLcINELLUS IGNEUS (Gm). 
Ibis falcinellus, Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, p. 145. 
Resident, though more numerous in the winter than sum- 
mer, very common, and generally distributed. Eminently 
gregarious in its habits, and flying in a large body in a V- 
shaped form. My statement that they feed on carrion should 
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be modified, as I have since found freshwater mollusks in 
their stomachs. All I have shot have a strong, offensive smell. 
Iris light reddish brown. Common at Baradero in April in 
large flocks. 


94. THERISTICUS MELANOPIS (Gm.). 

Ibis albicollis, Burm. La Plata-Reise, ii. p. 510. 

A winter visitor, arriving in May and leaving in October. 
I have not observed it north of this city. Its long, curved 
beak suggests an affinity to the Curlew; but I have never seen 
it except on comparatively dry ground, and its habits are 
quite different from theirs. It is usually found in small 
parties, whose harsh cries can be heard at a great distance. 
Its flight 1s easy and powerful, and generally performed at a 
considerable height in the air. It feeds on grubs and large 
worms. 


“.95. PLATALEA AJAJA, Linn. ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, 
p. 145. 

A winter visitor, going in flocks. Feeds on soft-bodied water- 
insects and grubs. Generally distributed. A few at Bara- 
dero in April. 


96. CHAUNA CHAVARIA (Linn.); Scl. et Salv. Nom. p. 128. 
Resident and very common. The breeding-habits of this 
species are curious. On the 24th June (our midwinter) I 
was shooting with a friend, who found a nest containing eggs ; 
and on the 28th the same thing happened again in a different 
place. On the latter occasion the bird was seen to leave the 
nest. One egg taken is exactly like some I obtained last 
October*. The nest is a massive structure of reeds, about two 
feet in diameter, and from one to two feet in thickness. The 
bottom of the nest is always in the water. Common at Ba- 
radero in April. 

97. BERNICLA POLIOCEPHALA, Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1876, 
p. 366. 

Common in winter about fifty miles to the south of the 

[* We hope Mr. Durnford will forward to England some specimens of _ 


the egg of Chauna, as they might assist in explaining the enigma of its 
correct position in the natural series.—EDpp. | 
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city; and I observed it last year, when we had unusually severe 
weather, within thirty miles of Buenos Ayres; it SIRE 
however, comes as far north as this. 


98. Cyanus NIGRICOLLIs (Gm.); Sel. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 145. 

` Winter visitor, but the time of its arrival and are 
very uncertain, depending chiefly on the mildness or severity 
of the season. This has been a very mild winter, and com- 
paratively few Wildfowl have visited us. This time last year, © 
22nd July, the market was well supplied with Swans and 
Ducks; but the gunners have had a bad time of it this year. 
Common at Baradero in April. 


99. Cyenus coscorosa (Mol.); Scl. et Salvin, P. Z. S. 1876, 
p. 371. 
` Winter visitor, like the preceding; and, like that bird, few 
have come this ‘year. 


100. QUERQUEDULA FLAVIROSTRIS (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1868, p. 146. 

A few breed here; but the majority of those obtained in 
the winter are visitors from the south. This and the follow- 
ing species have very much the habits of our little Teal at 
home—when flushed, following the course of the stream and 
dropping suddenly. Iris wood-brown. 


+101. QUERQUEDULA cyanortERA (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1869, p. 160. 

Pretty common in the winter, a few breeding here. Fre- 
quents the same situations as the two last-named species, 
small pools and watercourses, but not generally found in the 
large lagunas. Common at Baradero in April. Iris scarlet, 
with a tinge of carmine ; legs and feet bright orange. 


+102. QUERQUEDULA VERSICOLOR (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1868, p. 146. 

Very common, many breeding in the neighbourhood. Com- 
mon at Baradero in April. Flocks of this species do not mix 
with those of any other ; but their flight and habits are similar 
to those of Q. flavirostris. Iris wood-brown. 


192 Mr. H. Durnford on the Birds of 


103. QuERQUEDULA BRASILIENSIS (Gm.); Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1869, p. 635. 

Common to the north of Buenos Ayres; but I have never 
met with it to the south of the city. A little higher up the 
river than Belgrano it is quite common, frequenting pools and 
open. water in the thick reed-beds. The male has a more . 
brilliant speculum of metallic green than any bird I know. 
Iris wood-brown ; legs bright vermilion. 


104, Dariza sprnicaupa (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 146. 

The commonest of the larger species of Ducks, and in the 
winter found in very large flocks. Common at Baradero in 
April. Iris wood-brown. 


1105. Darina BAHAMENSIs (Linn.) ; Scl. et Salv. Z. s. c. 
Not common; and this year I have obtained no specimens. 
Generally found to the south of Buenos Ayres. 


106. MARECA SIBILATRIX (Poepp.); Scl. et Scl. P. Z.S. 1876, 
p. 395. 
_ Mareca chiloensis, Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, p. 635. 

With the exception of Metopiana peposaca, this is the Duck 
most valued for the table. From its note itis generally called 
the “ Whistler” amongst Englishmen, and by natives “Overo” 
(speckled), from its beautiful mottled plumage. The greater 
part that come here are winter visitors; but a few breed 
amongst the reeds and coarse grass in some of the extensive 
marshes. Like Metopiana peposaca, it prefers large lagoons 
to the small pools and streams frequented by the smaller 
ducks, and is generally shy and flies very high. Common at 
Baradero in April. 
107. Metoprrana rerosaca (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 146. 
< Common in the winter. The strongest and highest flyer 
of all our Ducks. l 

108. ERISMATURA FERRUGINEA, Eyton; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1876, p. 404. 

Resident, but scarce. From the shortness of its wings it 
is scarcely able to fly. 
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109. CotumBa macuLosa® (Temm.); Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p. 182. 

Common to the north of Buenos Ayres; but I have not 
observed it to the south of the city. Towards dusk large 
flocks wing their way to the marshes (I suppose, to drink) 
from the high ground. Immature birds want the fine grey 
and black transverse markings on the sides of the neck above 
the breast which are found in the adult.. Common at Ba- 
radero in April. Legs red, between scarlet and carmine. 


110. Zenarpa macutata (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 143. 

Very common, in the winter congregating in enormous 
flocks. Its chief food is the seed of the cardoon, which here 
covers the face of the country ; and in June last year I took 
more than 700 seeds from the crop of a single bird. Com- 
mon at Baradero in April. Legs and feet dull scarlet, in- 
clining to carmine. 


111. CotumButa picur (Temm.); Sel. et Salv. Z. s.c. 
Very common, and found in gardens quite within the city. 
Partially gregarious in winter. 


112. LEPTOPTILA CHALCHAUCHENTA, Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p. 633. 

Seen occasionally in the riverain wood, but not a common 
bird. Legs scarlet, with a tinge of crimson. 


113. Rasus niericans (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p. 139. 

Pretty common in reed-beds, coming out to feed in the 
morning and about dusk. On the 13th October last I found 
a nest in a clump of thick reeds frequented by Limnornis cur- 
virostris and Synallaxis sulphurifera, in the riverain wood close 
to Belgrano. From the peculiar character of the nest I was 
careful to identify the owner, and, after having flushed the 
old bird once, retired some little distance to give it time to 
return, This it readily did; and on cautiously approaching and 

* [ C. picazuro may be the species referred to here, being the Pigeon of 


this group usually sent from Buenos Ayres. C. maculosa occurs near 
Mendoza, and further south in Patagonia.—Epp. | 
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parting the rushes I was enabled to get a second view of it 
sitting in the nest, which, however, it left immediately on 
seeing me. The nest was placed about three feet from the 
ground, bound to and supported by the reeds which grew close 
around it. It was oval in shape, and entirely composed of little 
bits of dead reed cleverly woven together, and forming a struc- 
ture ten inches in height by seven, outside measurements. 
The aperture was in the side, and a little over three inches in 
diameter. How the old bird could so readily enter and leave 
this hole I do not know. It sat with its head partly pro- 
jecting. The eggs were two in number, of a dirty white 
colour, measuring 1:4 inch by 1; and as they were con- 
siderably incubated, I conclude two is the full complement. 
The food of this species consists of mollusks, larvee ; and once 
I found the remains of a small fish in the gizzard. Iris dull 
crimson ; beak pea-green, with a coral-red spot on the side, 
the base of lower mandible, and the base of upper mandible 
when the bird is first killed, having a tinge of pale blue; legs 
and feet pinkish coral. 


114. ARAMIDES YPECAHA (Vieilll.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 144. 

Common in reed-beds, coming out about dusk and in the 
early morning to feed. Common at Baradero in April. 


115. PORZANA SPILOPTERA, Sp. nov. (Plate III.) 

Zapornia spiloptera, Burm. MS. 

I have frequently flushed a small Crake from the “ Paja” 
and rough scrub near the river at Belgrano, but never been 
able to obtain a specimen. On the 25th August 1876, how- 
ever, a gardener gave me a bird which his dog had caught in 
a garden at Belgrano, and which, I think, though I cannot be 
certain, is of the same species as the small Crakes I have 
seen before. As far as I can learn, the only other specimen 
of the bird known is in the Museum of Buenos Ayres, and 
will be described by Professor Burmeister under the name of _ 
Zapornia spiloptera, in his new work on the fauna of this | 
country. This specimen, like mine, was taken in a garden | 
almost in the city of Buenos Ayres. | 
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P. spiloptera is nearly allied to P. spilonota (found by Dar- 
win in the Galapagos archipelago, and figured and described 
in the ‘ Voyage of the Beagle’). It differs, however, from the 
Galapagos bird in having irregular white stripes, and not 
merely white spots, on the wings; and the white markings on 
the flanks and stomach are larger and clearer than in Mr. 
Darwin’s bird. The back also of P. spilonota is ferruginous 
brown, but that of the Buenos-Ayres bird olive-brown with 
black markings. &. Total length 5:5, beak ‘5, tarsus °7. 
Head above olivaceous brown and black, forehead very dark 
slate, nearly black. Sides of head, throat, chest, and stomach 
dark slaty grey. Neck above and back olivaceous, centre of 
each feather broadly marked with black. Flanks very dark 
grey, with transverse bars of white. Primaries dull brown. 
Secondaries the same, but with a small white wedge-shaped 
mark in the centre of some of the feathers near their tips. 
Greater wing-coverts dark olivaceous, distinctly but irregu- 
larly striated with white. Tail dark brown, edges of feathers 
lighter. Under tail-coverts black and white in transverse 
bars. Beak very dark horn, nearly black. Legs and feet 
of a browner colour, and rather lighter. Iris crimson, in- 
clining to scarlet. 

The bird had been kept alive for a day or two; and its 
stomach was quite empty when I received it. 


116. Porpyyriors MELANOps (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p. 634. 

Not uncommon, but, from its skulking habits, rarely seen. 
Legs and feet pale olivaceous. 


117. Fouica LEUCOPTERA, Vieill.; Scl. et Salv. Ex. Orn. 
pl. 60, p. 119. 

Common in almost every ‘arroyo’ and lagoon in the country, 
where reeds and aquatic plants afford any cover. 


118. Funica ARMILLATA, Vieill.; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 145. 

I have only observed this Coot to the north of Buenos 
Ayres; but there it is quite common. It does not seem to 
mix with the last-named species. 
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119. Aramus scoLopaceus (Gm.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p. 161. 

Resident and common in marshes amongst reeds. It has 
a heavy laborious flight, performed by slow beats of the wings, 
which it sometimes raises so high as nearly to meet over its 
back. It has a loud harsh note, very like the crying of a 
child. On the 30th July I found a nest containing six eggs. 
It was a large structure of reeds, nearly three feet in diameter 
and ten or twelve inches deep, and was placed amongst reeds 
about a foot above the water ; it was lined with smaller reeds, 
a slight depression in the centre receiving the eggs. I saw 
the old bird standing on the edge of the nest. The eggs have 
a stone-coloured ground-colour, slightly polished and thickly 
streaked and speckled with light and dark rufous brown, the - 
markings being chiefly on the larger end, but varying much 
in intensity in different examples; they measure 2°5 x 1°8. 


120. Parra sacana (Linn.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 145. 

I believe, very generally distributed, though I have only 
observed it twice. It is graceful in its movements on the 
ground; its extremely long feet and claws enable it to walk 
without difficulty on floating aquatic plants, where it is gene- 
rally found feeding on small insects, which it takes from the 
surface. It is a slow and awkward flier, its long legs, which 
it trails behind it, being a considerable hindrance. Its food 
consists of minute mollusks and aquatic insects. Iris wood- 
brown ; beak orange ; legs olivaceous. 


121. VANELLUS CAYENNENSIS (Gm.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1869, p. 162. l l 

The ubiquitous “ Tero-tero ” is perhaps the best-known bird 
in the country, being extremely common and generally dis- 
tributed. In the winter it usually goes in flocks, and at that 
season approaches close to towns. It probably has two, and 
sometimes three, broods in the season. During the time of 
courtship the male bird performs many strange antics to at- 
tract the female, strutting around her with tail depressed and 
expanded and holding his head as high as possible, the female 
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in the mean time appearing perfectly indifferent. Sometimes 
two or three males are seen before a single female, and never 
separate without a fight. I have never seen them use their 
wing-spurs in their encounters, though they strike at each 
other with their beaks, and sometimes continue fighting in 
the air. To the sportsman this bird is a constant nuisance, 
invariably uttering its cries at a critical moment when he is 
creeping up to Ducks or game. Common at Baradero in April. 


—122. CHARADRIUS vircinicus, Borkh.; Scl. et Salv. No- 
menci. p. 142. 

Pretty common in February and March; but I have not 
observed them at any other season. About a dozen, shot on 
the 5th of the latter month, were in full moult. They are fond 
of high and pretty dry ground; but yet I do not think they 
wander far from water. Iris wood-brown; beak, legs, and 
feet black. 

I think I observed Oreophilus ruficollis here on the 21st 
April of this year; but I could not satisfactorily identify it. 


123. Hupromias mopesta (Licht.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
: 1868, p. 144. 
Autumn and winter visitor; found in large flocks. 


124. THinocorus rumicivorus, Eschsch.; Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. S. 1868, p. 148. 

A winter visitor, sometimes found in large flocks. In 
their habits they resemble the Rails and Sandpipers. Like 
the former they sometimes squat closely to the ground till 
almost trodden upon, and when put up run some distance 
before taking wing. They frequent very arid dry places, and 
also damp marshy ground. In the air their long, pointed 
wings, and rapid erratic flight, added to their low whistling 
note, always suggests an affinity to the Tringæ. In size and 
weight I have found these birds to differ exceedingly; and 
this is not dependent on sex. The black lines which extend 
from the corners of the lower mandible, enclosing the white 
of the throat, and join the black band across the lower part 
of the chest, are more clearly defined in the male than in the 
female ; and the latter has the throat dusky white. The young 
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resemble the females. Iris wood-brown ; feet and legs vary 
from dull yellowish green to orange. Their food consists of 
fibrous vegetable matter and seeds. A few seen at Baradero 
in April. 


125. HimMANTOPUS BRASILIENSIS, Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1873, 
p. 454. | 

Himantopus nigricollis, Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, p. 144. 

Occasionally resident, the greater part leaving us in the 
spring and summer. Common in every marsh and on the 
banks of every “ arroyo ” in the country. Their movements 
on the ground are very graceful and elegant, and they walk 
or run with equal ease. They generally go in small parties, 
and when disturbed will often circle for a long time high above 
one’s head, uttering angry screams at theintruder. Iris car- 
mine; legs between scarlet and bright pink; beak nearly 
black. Common at Baradero in April. 


+126. PHaLARorus witsont, Sabine; Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p. 144. 

The only specimens I have were shot by a friend a little to 
the west of Buenos Ayres in February. 


127. GALLINAGO PARAGUAIZ (Vieill.) ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 
1868, p. 144. 

The greater part of these birds are migratory, arriving in 
April and leaving in August; but though I have not yet found 
any nests, I feel sure some few breed in this neighbourhood. 
During the winter they are sometimes extremely numerous, 
affording excellent sport: but their movements are very un- 
certain; for where there may be hundreds one day, the next 
there are scarcely any to be seen. At this season they go in 
small parties, or in flocks numbering three or four hundred 
birds. During the spring they go through the same aerial 
movements as the common Snipe at home, rising to a great 
height by a circling motion, and “drumming” whilst descend- 
ing in a diagonal line. How is this curious habit to be ac- 
counted for in the South-American and European forms, ex- 
cept by the theory of inheritance from a common progenitor ? 
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128. RHYNCHÆA SEMICOLLARIS (Vieill.); Scl. et Salv. Z. s. c. 

Resident and found in small parties during the winter. 
Its habits much resemble those of the little Jack Snipe at 
home, being very reluctant to take wing, and, having done so, 
dropping again before long. 


+129. GAMBETTA MELANOLEUCA (Gm.); Sel. et Salv. l. s. c. 
I think a few breed here; but this is a bird most commonly 
seen in winter. Its note is very like that of the Greenshank 
at home. Legs red with a tinge of orange. Common at 
Baradero in April. | 


+130. GAMBETTA FLAVIPES (Gm.) ; Sel. et Salv. l. s. c. 

Resident, but in the winter receiving a considerable ac- 
cession to its numbers. Its habits are very similar to those 
of Gambetta melanoleuca; and it is found in much the same 
situations as that bird—banks of streams and ditches, small 
lagoons and pools. Legs pale orange-yellow. Common at 
Baradero in April. 


+1381. AcrituRUS BARTRAMIUS (Wilson); Scl. et Salv. No- 
mencl. p. 146. 

“ Batitu,” “ Chorlito.” Very common from December to 
the beginning of April. During this season large quantities 
are shot for the markets; and when they have been here long 
enough to get fat on locusts and grasshoppers, which form 
their principal food, they are excellent eating. The flocks 
are constantly arriving and departing ; and from the fact of 
my frequently hearing them at night passing over the place, 
when they whistle and call to each other, I do not think the. 
same birds remain more than three or four weeks with us. 
They frequent high dry ground, preferring that covered with 
thistles and coarse grass, but carefully avoid low damp places. 
Whilst at Baradero, from the 15th to the 17th April, I learnt, 
from inquiries made there, that the Batitu had only left two 
or three days before my visit. As I could hear of none having 
been seen near Buenos Ayres after the 3rd April, I conclude 
the migratory movement takes place in a west-north-westerly 
direction from here. 

P 2 
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32. TRYNGITES RUFESCENS (Vieill.); Sel. et Salv. Nomencl. 
` p. 146. 

I have never met with this bird myself; but a friend shot 
some on the 20th February a little to the west of Buenos 
Ayres. The stomachs of two I opened contained small seeds. 
Iris wood-brown ; legs and feet dull orange ; beak and claws 
black. 


+133. Limosa mupsonica (Lath.); Sel. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p. 146. 

Common from April to September about lagoons and “ ar- 
royos ” to the south of Buenos Ayres. Tt is sometimes here 
called “ Woodcock.” In habits it much resembles the Bar- 
tailed Godwit at home. 


4134. Rryncnors NIGRA, Linn. ; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1869, 
p. 634. | 
I have not myself observed this species; but my collection 
contains two specimens, shot respectively in January and No- 
vember, both near Buenos Ayres. They vary much in size. 


185. PHAËTHUSA MAGNIROSTRIS (Licht.); Scl. et Salv. 
P. Z. 8S. 1871, p. 567. 

Occasionally seen near Belgrano, appearing to be a fresh- 
water Tern; but of its habits I know very little. I found it 
common at Baradero in April in small parties; and I watched 
one flock for some time, the individuals of which kept circling © 
over a millpond, which evidently held a good supply of small 
fish ; for they constantly kept darting into the water. This 
species has a note quite unlike that of any other Tern I know; 
it is very like the cry of the “Tero-tero” (Vanellus cayen- 
nensis); and for this bird I have often mistaken it. Beak pale 
orange; legs and feet pale slate-colour. 


+136. Sterna TRUDEAUII, Aud.; Scl. et Salv. P. Z. S. 1871, 
p. 570. 

In March of last year, during quarantine on Flores Island, 
at the mouth of the La Plata, I constantly saw a few of these 
birds about ; and later I saw several near Montevideo. Since 
then I have occasionally seen a few in this neighbourhood at 


the Province of Buenos Ayres. 201 


every season except the spring. I shot one on the 17th Oc- 
tober last near Punta Lara, which was flying steadily in a 
north-westerly direction in company with another. Total 
length 13°5, beak 1:4, tarsus ‘5. Iris wood-brown; base and 
tip of beak dull yellow, remainder black; legs and feet dark 
red, between scarlet and carmine ; head white, with a long 
black streak in front of and behind the eye; remainder of 
the plumage pearl-grey. On the 5th August I observed two 
Black-headed Terns fishing in some lagoons to the north of 
Buenos Ayres. They appeared to me to be Sterna cassini; but 
I am not aware that that bird comes so far north as this*. 


+ 1387. STERNA suPERcILIARIS, Vieill.; Scl. et Salv. P. Z.S. 
1871, p. 571. 

Frequents shallow inland lagoons and small streams, and 
is also found in the river. Its habits resemble those of Sterna 
minuta at home. I observed specimens in May 1875 at 
Montevideo, and in April of the present year at Baradero. 
Iris wood-brown ; beak and legs pale orange. 


188. Larus pominicanus, Licht. ; Scl. et Salv. Z. s.c. 
p. 576. 

Pretty common and generally distributed; but I have not 
seen it in the neighbourhood in the spring or summer. In 
the winter it wanders far inland. 


139. LARUS ciRRHOCEPHALUS, Vieill.; Scl. et Salv. fs. c. 
p. 578. 

I have not observed this bird to the south of Buenos Ayres, 
but have constantly seen it from March to July to the north 
of the city. Unlike Larus maculipennis, it never wanders 
inland, but frequents the shallow shores of the La Plata, 
feeding on dead fish or offal, and flocking round the fishermen 
when they are hauling their nets to get a share of the spoil. 
As a rule, this species does not mix with Larus maculipennis, 
though now and then they are seen together; but all the flocks 
or parties I have observed when flying from one spot to 

* [In our paper on Neotropical Laridæ we have shown that this species 


is found as far north as Santa Catherina, Brazil (P. Z. S. 1871, p. 570).— 
Epp. | 
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another have always been composed of birds of its own kind. 
Adults, after once attaining their pearl-grey hood, never lose 
it, though in winter it becomes rather lighter, and those 
with white heads are immature birds, which do not attain 
their fall plumage till after their second moult. I have seen 
many birds throughout May and June of the present year 
with well-defined dark grey hoods. Some specimens, when 
first killed, have a delicate faint pink tinge on their under- 
parts, also observed in L. maculipennis, which, however, 
quickly fades after death. The colour of the iris varies a good 
deal in different examples, being pale grey, grey with a tinge 
of yellow, and grey with a tinge of light wood-brown. This 
is probably attributable to age. The narrow rim of naked 
skin round the eye is dark coral-red ; legs and feet the same, 
but of a duller shade; beak rather darker than the legs. 


140. Larus MACULIPENNIS, Licht.; Sel. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p. 148. , 


Common in the neighbourhood, except inthe spring. After 
their second moult they attain adult plumage ; previously to 
that they very much resemble the young Larus ridibundus. 
Their times for moulting and changes of plumage are very 
curious. I have observed and shot adult birds in April, May, 
and June in what is usually considered winter plumage, viz. 
with a white head and black spot behind the eye, and from 
June to October with perfect black hoods. It is impossible 
to establish any thing like a hard and fast lme on this subject ; 
for I have seen adult birds in the same flock, some with white 
and others with smoke-brown heads. Their moults probably 
take place in January and February and June and July; but 
this doubtless depends a good deal on the age of the bird. 

This Gull was common about Baradero in April; and one 
fine warm evening, whilst steaming down the “riacho,” I 
saw a curious sight: a considerable flock of Black-headed 
Gulls were hawking over some low marshy ground with 
Swallow-like flight, apparently in pursuit of some sort of 
moth; for they kept about a foot above the ground, never 
wandering far from each other. 
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141. ÆCHMOPHORUS MAJOR (Bodd.); Scl. et Salv. Nomencl. 
p- 151. 

Common, except during spring and summer. They are 
found both singly and in small parties. Durmg a severe fog 
which we had in June last many were killed quite close to 
the city. I observed this Grebe near Montevideo in May, 
and at Baradero in April. | 


_ 142, TacnyBartes DOMINICUS (Linn.); Sel. et Salv. Z. s. e. 

Resident and common in lagoons and “ arroyos.” The 
female is not quite so brightly coloured as the male, and the 
elongated feathers on the head are shorter than in that sex. In 
rapidity of diving it rivals the little Dabchick at home. A 
few at Baradero in April. 


143. RHYNCHOTUS RUFESCENS (Temm.); Scl. et Salv. No- 
mencl. p. 153. 

Was formerly common here; but now it is necessary to go 
a hundred miles from Buenos Ayres to meet with them. 


144, Nornura macutosa (Temm.); Scl. et Salv. P. Z.S. 
1868, p. 143. 

Resident and abundant wherever the rough paja-grass or 
thistles afford any cover. It also frequents fields of maize or 
other cereals in considerable numbers. Ona Sunday or holi- 
day it is a curious sight to watch the “ sportsmen ” of various 
nationalities flocking to the different railway-stations to have 
a day’s “ perdiz” shooting. The dogs impressed into their 
service on these occasions are, like their masters, of various 
breeds, from a bull-terrier to a pointer, it being considered 
of primary importance to be accompanied by some specimen 
of the canine race. 


XVII.—On a new Form of Reed-bird from Eastern Asia. 
By R. Swinnog, F.R.S. &ce. 


(Plate IV.) 


In 1863 Mr. Blakiston, who was then in England, gave me 
a skin of a bird which he had shot in Canton. The speci- 
men, unfortunately, had no tail; but I took it and carefully 
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